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so recently condemned. But to a man of ambition minor
office could give no permanent satisfaction, and when New-
castle let slip opportunities of making him either Secretary of
State or Treasurer, he reverted to his former opposition.
Frederick, Prince of Wales, had died in 1751, and Pitt
attached himself (about 1755) to the Princess of Wales and
her son, Prince George (later George III). Such factious
opposition could not be tolerated, and Pitt was dismissed.
In October, 1756, he became Secretary of State, under the
nominal leadership of the Duke of Devonshire. After the
short Ministry, which came to an end in the following April,
he returned to office in July, 1757, under the leadership of
Newcastle.
His charao However mischievous much of Pitt's early factiousness,
however repulsive to us his election for a rotten borough and
his initiation to office through the influence of a selfish Whig
oligarchy, there can be no doubt that Pit±..was ..... a .great
^e had been
ambitious, selfish, factious and domineering; he had em-
ployed all the resources of the Opposition orator without
revealing any marked ability either as a political thinker
or as a minister in minor office* None the less, with a tall
and graceful figure, his hawked nose and piercing eye to
torture an opponent and to win a friend, and his melodious
and theatrical voice to command attention, he had already
established himself as a man of note. He had an acute
perception for the striking, pithy statement, behind which
lay a certain crispness, if no great depth, of thought, and a
keen eye for a dramatic incident or a sensational pose. Of
him Lord Cobham said that " in a very short quarter of an
hour he can persuade any man of anything/11 Nowhere,
perhaps, could his intentional pursuit of the dramatic be
better illustrated than in his appearance to speak on the
Peace of 1763 when he entered the House, "borne In the
arms of his servants, in invalid attire, his legs swathed in
flannel. He was set down within the bay but with the
assistance of some friends and of a crutch, reached his seat/"2
1 Camb, Mod, Hist., voL vi., p. 394.
» Von Ruville, Pitt, vol. iii,, p, 86.

